
 
 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE 34th EXTRA-ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE CITY OF 

JOHANNESBURG MUNICIPALITY CONVENED ON FRIDAY, 17 JANUARY 2025 AT 

10:00 AT THE CONSTANCE CONNIE BAPELA COUNCIL CHAMBER, METROPOLITAN 

CENTRE, BRAAMFONTEIN. 

 
 

 

 

SPEAKER OF COUNCIL 

CLLR N MTHEMBU 

 

 

A G E N D A 

 

1 OPENING 

 

2 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 

3 RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL 

  

4 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

5 CLOSURE 
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I N D E X 

 

       ITEM NUMBER 

 
GROUP CORPORATE AND SHARED SERVICES   

    

 APPOINTMENT OF AN  

ACTING CITY MANAGER 

1  
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1 OPENING   
 

The Speaker requested the Council to observe a moment of silence for prayer and 
meditation. 

 

She welcomed the Executive Mayor of the City of Johannesburg, Councillor S. 
Morero; the Whip of Council, Councillor N. Zungu; the Chair of Chairs, Councillor V. 

Marema; all political party leaders and whips; members of the Mayoral Committee; 
Chairpersons of the Section 79 Committees; fellow Councillors; the Secretary to 

Council, Mr. A. Gobinca; officials of the City of Johannesburg; residents of the City of 
Johannesburg; members of the media; ladies and gentlemen, to the 34th Extra-

Ordinary Council Meeting of the City of Johannesburg Municipality. 
 

She hoped that everyone could spend time with their families during recess and that 
they were energised to resume Council work.   She said that during recess, they lost 

one of their Councillors, Councillor Ian Mzoxolo Nonkumbi, who was the Chairperson 

of the Public Safety Section 79 Committee. She asked the Council to stand and 
observe a moment of silence in his memory.  

 
In addition, she extended heartfelt condolences to the families of musicians Winnie 

Khumalo and Victor ‘Doc Shebeleza’ Bogopane, as well as to the family of Olga 
Meshoe Washington, the daughter of the president of the ACDP, Rev. Dr. Kenneth 

Meshoe. She mentioned that their families should find comfort and strength during 
this difficult time. 

 

She allowed 10 minutes for Legal to verify the number of Councillors present, to 
confirm the quorum.  Legal confirmed that there were 172 Councillors present, 

therefore, the meeting could continue because there was a quorum. 
 

 

2 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

The following applications for leave of absence from this meeting were granted: 

 

 Councillor Amod, C J   :  Illness 
 Councillor Chabalala, M D  :  Private Business 

 Councillor Dewes, D S   :  Council Business 
 Councillor Dlamini, B   :  Private Business 

 Councillor Fourie-Shawe, C  :  Private Business 
 Councillor Makhafola, E  :  Private Business 

 Councillor Mangena, T D  :  Illness 
 Councillor Marumo, T   :  Private Business 

 Councillor Mchunu, A   :  Private Business 

 Councillor Mkhonza, N F  :  Party Business 
 Councillor Mnisi, M   :  Private Business 

 Councillor Mohamed, N  :  Private Business 
 Councillor Molefe, S B  :  Illness 

 Councillor Mphefo, L M P  :  Private Business 
 Councillor Papo, M M   :  Private Business 

  



 

 

City of Johannesburg Council 2025-01-17 MINUTES                 

7 

 
 Councillor Ponsonby, D A  :  Illness 

 Councillor Rahn, N J   :  Private Business 
 Councillor Seerane, M K  :  Private Business 

 Councillor Sindani, F P  :  Private Business 
 

The following Councillors were granted permission to arrive late. 

  
 Councillor Buthelezi, T C 

 Councillor Khomongoe, N 
 Councillor Lefutso, L 

 Councillor Madiba, T J 
 Councillor Mathe, G 

 Councillor Mhlari, T M 
 Councillor Mmota, L 

 Councillor Mokwena, T M 

 Councillor Molala, S M 
 Councillor Nkubungu, L 

 Councillor Simelane, P 
 Councillor Simelane, S O 

 Councillor Telekoa, A T 
 Councillor Tsotetsi, L Y M 

 Councillor Wissler, S T J 
 

The following Councillors were granted permission to leave early. 
 

 Councillor Kunene, K  11:30   Private Business 

 Councillor Hoén, J N  11:30   Private Business 
 Councillor Smit, P A  16:00   Private Business 

 
The Muslim Councillors to leave at 12:30 to observe their prayer. 
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3 RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 
 

The Executive Mayor tabled the report and addressed the Council as follows: 
 

“Thank you, Speaker of Council, greetings to the Chief whip of Council, the Chair of 

Chairs, all Councillors in the chamber and leaders of all caucuses. Perhaps chair let me 
begin by saying, that we stand here today believing that the opening of a new year is 

the occasion for the exchange of greetings, and I would like to say from the centre of 
the City at this progressive chamber, Connie Bapela Chamber, we send our sincere 

greetings and best wishes to you all and your individual families, and I believe 
through you we greet all our residents, fellow workers and all the people of 

Johannesburg.  
 

Let me also take this opportunity once more, to welcome all the Councillors back, back 
to the work of serving the people of Johannesburg, serving the residents of 

Johannesburg, and responding to their cries and queries and for us to continue to 

demonstrate our commitment towards tackling the crisis and challenges that we face 
within our city. The city is faced with major challenges in relation to infrastructure 

refurbishment, we continue to stand firm in our commitment to resolve challenges 
related to infrastructure refurbishment and we are doing this to ensure that future 

generations of Johannesburg are not affected by the challenges we are facing today. 
 

We are making commitments to invest, making commitments to raise capital to 
ensure that this matter can be resolved once and for all. We are also of a view that we 

need to stand firm to deal with illegal land invasion, which continue to affect our City 

and our planning, and it undermines our ability to provide services to the residents of 
Johannesburg. It is therefore time Madam Speaker, that we focus on these issues. 

With that being said, I would like to welcome all of you to 2025. Thank you” 
 

 
Item 1 APPOINTMENT OF AN  

  ACTING CITY MANAGER 

 

Political parties, through their respective Councillors, debated the report. 

 
The item was put on a vote, and the Speaker indicated that there were 240 Councillors 

present in the House. 
 

The outcome was decided on a vote, and the results were as follows: 
 

FOR – 139  
AGAINST – 81 

ABSTAIN – 40  

 
MMC Arnolds raised a concern and requested the Speaker and the Legal team to 

verify the figures issued on the vote. She referred the Speaker to the total number of 
Councillors confirmed in the morning, which 240 Councillors were reported to be 

present versus the total number of 260 Councillors that was announced. She further 
added that the DA had voted no, but the number issued did not correspond. 
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Following a verification process, the revised voting results were announced as 
follows: 

 
FOR – 139  

AGAINST – 60  

ABSTAIN – 41  
 

MMC Arnolds expressed continued concerns, stating that the figures did not align with 
the total number of Councillors present. However, she acknowledged that the number 

of 139 Councillors supporting the item remained unchanged. 
 

In his address, Councillor Mmbengwa (ANC) emphasized that the Government of 
Local Unity cannot function through the courts and urged the accurate counting of 

Councillors. 

 
The item was subsequently carried. 

 
Councillor Christians (DA), citing Rule 84, formally registered the dissent of the 

Democratic Alliance. 
 

RESOLVED 

 

1 That the content of this report be noted. 

 

2 That Council be informed and ratify the Mayoral Committee’s approval of the 

acting arrangement of Mr. Tshepo Makola to act in the position of City Manager 

for the period from 27 December 2024 during the recess period, up to the next 

immediate Council meeting of the City of Johannesburg Metropolitan 

Municipality. 

 

3 That the City of Johannesburg Metropolitan Municipality appoint Mr. Tshepo 

Makola to act in the position of City Manager for a period not exceeding 3 (three) 

months from 27 December 2024. 

 

(GROUP CORPORATE AND SHARED SERVICES) 

(Sonwabiso Selana) 

(Deputy Director: Group Human Capital Management) 

(Tel. (011) 718-9668) 

 

(DA DISSENTING) 

 

4 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
 

The Speaker reminded Councillors of the Ordinary Council meeting scheduled for 30 
January 2025. 
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5 CLOSURE 

 THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 12:21. 

 

 

                                      10/06/2025 

_______________________________                                              __________________ 

      

SPEAKER OF COUNCIL       DATE 

CLLR N MTHEMBU 


