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In 2021, the SACN applied for grant funding from
the US Embassy APS program to fund a short-
term project under the Urban Safety Reference
Group (USRG). The project focused on the
‘second pandemic’, Gender Based Violence
(GBV) in South African Cities. will be
implemented with the NYC ENDGBV office as the
funder requires that the SACN to partner with a
US based organisation to exchange knowledge.

The project aims to strengthen
cultural ties through knowledge
exchange between cities in the USA
and South Africa, specifically
focusing on urban safety and
gender-based violence (GBV) as a
barrier to the economic
empowerment and inclusion of
disadvantaged groups, especially
women and youth.

The partnership will focus on a series of USRG
sessions to share the practices, approaches,
systems and lessons learnt from the ENDGBV
office with USRG members.

The Objectives of the session: The project aims
to strengthen the capabilities of South African
cities to leverage data to understand and
combat GBV and to formulate appropriate
evidence-based interventions. The aim is for
cities to share experiences, exchange and learn
from best practices in data indices, data
collection methods, partnerships and evidence-
based interventions, specifically the New York
City (NYC) ENDGBV within the Mayor’s office.
The long-term aim is to strengthen learning and
exchange between US and South African cities,
underpinned by shared values.

Objectives overall
e Gender Mainstreaming and GBV prevention
* |Increasing capacity to apply evidence
e Evidence informed decision making



BRIEF

Project Title:

Promoting Knowledge sharing to support
South African Cities in tackling Gender
Based Violence- South African Cities
Learning from New York City’s End
Domestic and Gender-Based Violence
(ENDGBV) Programme

Project Priority Area:

Projects that address women'’s and youth
economic empowerment including but not
limited to projects that reduce barriers to
participation in the economy for dis-
advantaged groups a s well as combat or
prevent gender-based violence.

Location(s) of your project:

The project assisted all of the Metropolitan
Municipalities (Cities) in South Africa who
form part of the Urban Safety Reference
Group[1] (USRG) convened by the South
African Cities Network. The South African
Cities Network is a No-profit research, peer-
to-peer learning and advocacy organisation
in South Africa. Funded by Cities it aims to
promote high-performing and innovative
cities that are well-governed, productive,
inclusive, resilient and sustainable.

sed Violence (ENDGBV) Programme

These include the following Cities:
- eThekwini

- Buffalo City

- Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality
- Mangaung Municipality

- City of Tshwane

- City of Ekurhuleni

- City of Johannesburg

[1] https://www.sacities.net/usrg/



https://www.sacities.net/usrg/

ACTIVITIES

The project involved four peer-to-peer learning opportunities allowing for knowledge sharing on
how Cities can within their mandates provide services to GBV survivors, implement key
environmental and programmatic intervention for prevention and mitegate against early risk
factors to prevent violence in future generations.

The sessions took place as follows:

14-15 March 2023:

Hybrid session with USRG members in person at
the American corner at Victoria Yards and
ENDGBYV colleagues providing 6 hours of
dialogues over the two days.

18 May 2023:

2 hour online session with key case studies both
from New York City and South Africa (Diepsloot,
Johannesburg).

31 May 2023

2 hour online session with key case studies from
New York City and a closing healing session
focused on care of the carer (City official). The
details of the sessions held and the overall
project are included in the report below.




PROGRAMME

09:00 Opening and Welcome

09:20 Workshop Context

09:30 Understanding the Gender
Mainstreaming, Gender Transformative
Approaches and GBV context in SA

10:45 Localisation Approacg - DWYPD
11:30 Group Activity on understanding
gender mainstreaming, role of Cities in GBV
prevention, support

12:30 Feedback to Plenary

14:00 Reflective walk on thinking through
Gender Mainstreaming and GBV prevention
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14:30 Feedback to Knowledge Tree

15:00 Introducing ENDGBYV office-
Presentation

16:00 Break out

16:45 Working with parnters in ENDGBV
office

17:30 Reflections of the Day and Closure
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PROGRAMME

09:00 Opening and Welcome 16:00 Breakout discussion

09:20 Reflections from Day 1 16:45 ENDGBV measuring impact

17:30 Reflections of the Workshop and
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THREE

PROGRAMME

15:00 Welcome and Introductions

15:05- Community service organisations -
Partnering with the ENDGBV office

15:30 - New York City Parks GBV Prevention
and Art in the Park

16:10 Indlela Yabafazi- Her City Tool Kit

16:35 Paired Reflections
16:45 Knowledge Tree

Confirmation of Next Steps and Closure
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SESION |

e Establishing an ENDGBV office and
Family Justice Centre Model

e Enhancing understanding and
awareness of models of GBV support
and prevention

e |dentifying innovative structures,
processes and models that responds to
GBV

e Integrate knowledge of maximising
resources for GBV support and
prevention

SESION £

ENDGBV's awareness mechanisms

e Integrating programmatic responses for
the prevention of GBV and support
through awareness mechanisms

 Providing approaches for support
mechanisms for those who do Harm

* |dentifying indicators, data collection
and reporting systems to access
programmatic effectiveness and garner
resources

SESSION

ENDGBYV Intersection and Partnership

e Enhancing knowledge of mechanisms
to mainstream gender and GBV
prevention across City functions

e Understanding partnership relationships
to enhance delivery mechanisms

* Integrating technological innovations
into programmatic approaches to GBV

SESSION 4

Lessons for the South African Context

e Presenting current City initiatives for
collective thinking and discussions
using insights gained from ENDGBV
exchange programme

e Enhancing opportunities for more in
depth questions and discussion on
facets of the ENDGBV office and
approach
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Hours of Experimental
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KNOWLEDGE

Participants rating their understanding of the following concepts: 4 is "perfectly understand and
can apply the concepts/knowledge in my work" and 1 is "do not understand and cannot apply
concepts/knowledge in my work”,
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Feedback from participants

Sharing of information and case studies on
dealing with GBV, the challenges faced as
well as the concepts relating to gender,
gender transformation etc.

| certainly have a more nuanced
understanding of what GBV entails, what
policy and legislation is out there and how
cities can begin to mainstream this thinking
and initiative.

WHAT

HAG BEEN THE BICGLT

TAKEAWAY
FAON THE SESSIONS?

Excellent overview of theoretical concepts
with practical examples. It was interesting
comparing the resources and challenges

experienced by RSA cities and that of NYC

The INDAWO exercise was a good example
in finding ways of addressing various
challenging faced in townships. GBV is a
major issue in our country and requires
more groundwork and collaborations of this
nature on a global level. The focus on
prevention should not only be on ending
GBVF but addressing causes which include
Human Trafficking.

The area-based violence prevention
Rapid Response Team

we design cities for everyone however we
tend to forget the vulnerable and women
and children and understanding that the way
they use space is not the same as how
everyone uses space especially during night
time and this poses a risk on their safety

To be the best | can be and more to assist
betterment of our society also keeping our
streets safe for everyone.

Its important to deal with GBV structurally,
as an offshoot of historical violence and

disposession. Its daunting but possible.

There needs to be political will to end GBV
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Participants

Cities

Oragnisations

Continents

USRG Members

Cities and Partner Organisations

Cachalia Nazira City of Joburg

Dweba Siphendulwe Buffalo City

Gceali Andisiwe Global Affairs Canada
Jingxi Pumla Ethekwini Municipality
Khwashaba Mmbulaheni City of Joburg
Lekgoathi Puleng City of Ekurhuleni
Mandla Thabisa Nelson Mandela Bay
Matshikwe Thandile Nelson Mandela Bay
Mbambo Lumka Buffalo City

Mogale Nakampe Joyce City of Tshwane
Mthlyane Mafi Ethekwini Municipality
Molelekwa Amie Simon Mangaung

Moleme Rosemary Motshidisi Mangaung Metro Municipality
Ngubane Millicent City of Ekurhuleni
Phetha Nomfundo Ethekwini Municipality
Roji Ayanda City of Joburg
Shembe Nomusa Ethekwini Municipality
Sibiyi Zweli SALGA

Sutil Charmaine City of Tshwane
Tshinavhe Fulufhedzani City of Joburg
Wiedeman Marinda Global Affairs Canada
Weimers Margo City of Joburg

USRG Secretariat

Bhana Sadhna South African Cities Network
Hellman Thomas GlZ

Hoffman Ryan GlZ

Jacobs Tanya Independent Consultant
Hlatshwayo Nosipho South African Cities Network
Maggibelo Pholisa South African Cities Network
Mokgere Tlholohelo (¢]Va

Ngobese Siphelele South African Cities Network
Pingo Nicolette South African Cities Network
Watson Shaun South African Cities Network
Tyrakowski Johanna GlZ

City of New York Contributors

Gonzalez Sara New York City
Lucius Kimara New York City
Masella Elizabeth New York City
Paquette Melissa New York City
Patterson Anne New York City

Seibold Ruth New York City



CONCLUSION

The partnership between Cities illustrated
the commonalities between Cities locally
and globally.

It highlighted the enormous efforts to
support GBV survivors and prevent future
occurrences in the South Africa and in the
United States of America.

The learning shared knowledge, best
practices, learning from mistakes and use of
innovation in this very challenging GBV
survivor and prevention sector.

The sessions emphasised the systems of
historical oppression which gives rise to
unequal power dynamics perpetuated
through domestic violence.

It demonstrated that across the globe City
officials are resilience, committed,
innovative, resource savvy and caring
individuals.

The shared learnings which were
conducted with empathy,
respect and humour will remain
in the minds of all those who
participated and will shape the
decisions and actions of the
officials to prevent GBV and
provide the best possible
support for GBV victims.

It empowered South African officials to
realise what can be achieved at local level
and inspired them to reach out for support
in the face of this global challenge.
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