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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
The Johannesburg Development Agency (JDA) appointed GIBB (Pty) Ltd for the development of a 

Roodepoort CBD Transport Master Plan (TMP) as the Transport Specialists. The JDA also appointed 

Lemon Pebble (Pty) Ltd as the Urban Design Specialists on the project. This deliverable is the Status 

Quo Report which includes the following chapters: 

¶ Urban Environment; 

¶ Development Profile (Economic Potential); 

¶ Historical Content; 

¶ Demographic Profile; 

¶ Policy Assessment; 

¶ Traffic Modelling (Base year and Future year); 

¶ Transport System Analysis. 

The TMP and urban development opportunities will: 

¶ Create a compact, well-connected neighbourhood that prioritises pedestrian movement and 

Non-Motorised Transport (NMT); 

¶ Building distinctive and attractive public spaces; 

¶ Promoting land use supportive of public transport, walking and cycling; 

¶ Promote and enable mixed land use activities; 

¶ Limit on-street parking and more pro-active management of parking; 

¶ Reducing dependency on private cars; and 

¶ Identify possible interventions to improve road safety. 

During the report's development, many Strategic Planning initiatives was assessed to ensure 

alignment in the concept development phase and transport master planning phase. The following 

key problem areas were identified: 

 

¶ Building infrastructure is old and vandalised; 

¶ Basic service such as stormwater and street lights is damage and not functional; 

¶ Informal trades in the Roodepoort is not regulated; 

¶ PRASA, has lost more than 50% of the commuters between 2007 and 2018 due to poor 

services and security.  

¶ The highest volume of traffic occurs on the flowing street: 

o Albertina Sisulu Street; 

o Van Wyks Street; 

o Roodeberg/Mare Street; 

o Oliver Street; 

o 4th Street; and 

o 5th Street 

¶ Pedestrians movement is primarily to and from the following areas: 

o Through the subway tunnel crossing underneath rail track (approximately 12 000 

pedestrians per day) 

o Van Wyk Street; 
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o Sunshine Wholesalers and Shoprite; 

o Municipal offices and Magistrate court. 

o Taxi ranks; 

o PRASA rail service. 

The following recommendations  

 

¶ Provide a Transport Master Plan which will set the platform for the long-term and comply 

with the strategies of the City; 

¶ Establish non-motorised transport and complete street methodologies to comply with the 

CoJ strategies; 

¶ Create an environment where pedestrians can feel safe and want to be in; 

¶ Reduce where applicable parking to comply with the COJ strategies; 

¶ Integrate planning initiatives with all Stakeholders;   

¶ Use Urban design principles and concepts to densify around the main transport corridors 

and propose land use initiatives for Roodepoort CBD. 

¶ COJ must regulate informal trades and provide furniture as required to reduce health risks.  

¶ COJ must upgrade basic service in the Roodepoort CBD; 

¶ Ensure road safety and traffic management with Intelligent Transport Systems 
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1 LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ  

The Roodepoort CBD is situated along the western edge of the historic mining belt within 

Region C of the City of Johannesburg (CoJ) and is characterised as its transport node. The area 

has however experienced a decline in economic growth over many years due to issues in its 

urban and transport environment. The area has suffered from urban decay due to the lack of 

social and economic amenities and infrastructure; poor connectivity, urban safety, and 

management; inefficient transport systems and congestion; and traffic issues. 

 

The main objective of the Roodepoort CBD TMP (RoTMP) is to address the chaotic urban and 

transport environment in the Roodepoort CBD. The RoTMP will guide the appropriate modes 

of transport (including walking, cycling, taxis, buses and the rail station environment) for the 

study area and how these modes can be accommodated in the study area to best meet the 

transport demand in a sustainable manner within its limited road network. 

 

The RoTMP and proposed urban development opportunities will: 

¶ Create a compact, well-connected neighbourhood that prioritises pedestrian 

movement and non-motorised transport (NMT); 

¶ Building distinctive and attractive public spaces; 

¶ Promoting land use supportive of public transport (PT), walking and cycling; 

¶ Promote and enable mixed land use activities; 

¶ Limit on-street parking and more pro-active management of parking; 

¶ Reducing dependency on private cars; and 

¶ Identify possible interventions to improve road safety. 

The RoTMP will also comply with the nine strategic thrusts as identified in the Strategic 

Integrated Transport Plan Framework (SITPF) of 2013. These will be listed and discussed in 

Section 3.2. 

 

The Johannesburg Development Agency (JDA) appointed GIBB (Pty) Ltd for the development 

of the RoTMP as the Transport Specialists. The JDA also appointed Lemon Pebble (Pty) Ltd as 

the Urban Design Specialists on the project. 

1.1 Overview of the Process 

The draft RoTMP report was developed after two stages of stakeholder engagements (three 

ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǎŎƻǇŜύ, as indicated in Figure 1-1. The three main stages in the 

development of the plan are: 

¶ Stage 1: Introduction of project and status quo information gathering and assessment; 

¶ Stage 2: Concept development on how to potentially address the key issues identified 

in Stage 1 (inputs from the technical team, Project Steering Committee (PSC) and 

broader stakeholder groups). 

¶ Stage 3: Transport Master Plan, project identification and phasing. Note that this stage 

is still to be completed as only this draft RoTMP report has been produced ς 
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outstanding is the Stage 3 round of stakeholder engagements to allow stakeholders to 

provide input into the plan before the final RoTMP report can be prepared. 

 

This report is the penultimate report in a series of reports. It summarises the main 

recommendations and the proposed plan flowing from: 

¶ The Status Quo Report (summarised in Section 4) and 

¶ The Stakeholder Engagement ς Stage 1 & Stage 2 Report. 

 

The final RoTMP report will be issued after the Stage 3 round of stakeholder engagements and 

updating of the Draft report where required. 

 

 
Figure 1-1: Roodepoort CBD TMP Process 

1.2 Structure of this Report 

The report is structured as follows: 

1. Introduction (this section) 

2. Stakeholder Engagement Process 

3. Vision, Goals and Objectives 

4. Status Quo Summary 

5. Transport Development Concept 

6. Future Transport Demand 

7. The Future Network 

8. Proposed Catalytic Projects and Phasing 

9. High Level Project Cost Estimates (to be included in final report) 

10. Conclusions 
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It should be noted that known plans and proposals from stakeholders were taken into 

consideration as far as possible. As the plan is more strategic in nature (aimed at guiding more 

detailed planning), additional stakeholder consultation is required with all affected parties 

during the implementation stages over the next 10 years. 

1.3 Study Area 

The Roodepoort CBD falls within Region C, as shown in Figure 1-2 and forms part of Ward 84 

as shown in Figure 1-3. Roodepoort provides a key western link to the Johannesburg CBD for 

Kagiso, Krugersdorp South, Soweto, Bram Fischerville and Dobsonville. The Roodepoort CBD 

study area boundary is shown in Figure 1-4. The areas main land uses include industrial, 

residential, retail, and sparse commercial activity. 

 

 
Source: Regional Maps 

Figure 1-2: Roodepoort within the City of Johannesburg 



 

RoTMP Final Transport Master Plan 16 June 2021 

 
Source: Roodepoort CBD Implementation Framework 2018 

Figure 1-3: Roodepoort within Region C 

 

 
Figure 1-4: Roodepoort CBD Study Area 
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2 {ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

Included in the development of the RoTMP is an inclusive stakeholder engagement process 

which followed three stages (refer to Figure 1-1). Stakeholder engagement is important in 

order to obtain input from all people affected (residents, businesses, pedestrians, informal 

traders, public transport passengers and service providers, etc.) by the project (both internal 

and external stakeholders) in order to have a collaborative development of the transport 

master plan. This includes technical stakeholders of various departments of CoJ. 

 

Stage 1 was held between June 2020 and January 2021. Due to project programme limitations, 

not all anticipated stakeholder engagements were held during Stage 1 as there were some 

non-responses or stakeholders not available during the period allowed for. The intention of 

Stage 1 was to introduce the project, explain the transport master plan process, provide a brief 

literature review and to request status quo and planning nformation from stakeholders. 

 

Stakeholders not met with during Stage 1, were combined as both Stage 1 & 2 stages of 

consultation (combined Stage 1 & 2). This combined Stage 1 & 2 round of stakeholder 

engagements were held between February 2021 and May 2021. Similarly to Stage 1 

limitations, there had to be a cut-off date to end this stage to not delay the project. This round 

of engagements was to introduce the project, explain the transport master plan process, 

present status quo findings and to show some initial concepts developed by the project team. 

 

The main goal of this stage (combined Stage 1 & 2) was to obtain additional feedback, 

information, comments or highlighting of areas of concern that the team may have missed. 

People who use the space daily would be more knowledgeable of the area to help. Any ideas 

or suggestions that stakeholders may have had towards finalising the transport master plan 

concepts were also requested. 

 

The production of the draft RoTMP report continued with the available information gathered 

to date (which included comments received to date from stakeholders). 

 

Note that the Stage 3 round of stakeholder engagements is still ongoing with the intention to 

allow stakeholders to provide input into the plan before the final RoTMP report can be 

prepared. 

2.1 Approach 

Stakeholder engagements were held mainly online (Microsoft Teams meetings) due to the 

COVID 19 regulations in place during the Stage 1 and Stage 2 periods. There were physical 

engagements held with the taxi industry, the public as well as informal traders. It should be 

noted that the public meeting and informal traders meeting did have a poor turnout ς

understandable given the current COVID 19 circumstances. Engagements were held with some 

individual entities but in some cases grouped where appropriate (similar stakeholders or in the 

interest of time saving). After all meetings, presentations were shared with attendees and a 

further feedback opportunity given for any comments, questions or suggestions. 
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2.2 Summary of Meetings Held 

Table 2-1indicates the ten stakeholder meetings held during Stage 1 (June 2020 to January 

2021) with the main points of feedback given from each session. 

 

Table 2-1: Stakeholder Meetings held during Stage 1 

 
 

Stakeholder

Date of 

Meeting Notes

PRASA 09/06/20201. Sisa M - PRASA CRES responsible for upgrades at Roodepoort Station

Taxi Industry
June 2020 to 

November 20201. TOP 6, ROLTA, DORLJOTA

DED (Informal 

Trade)
01/07/2020

1. Informal Trader Policy shared

1. CRUM notes urban management issues - Urban decay noted 

2. Roger McCulloch notes gaps in understanding of rapid urbanisation around Roodepoort 

CBD with implications on what happens in the CBD .Roger also notes gap in spatial 

transformation mitigation (SPLUMA 2013)

3. JRA notes proposal and requests engagement with them as they have planned projects 

for the CBD. Lawrence Maseko requests further engagment to achieve alignment of the  

departments

4. City Parks remarks on planned projects for Berlindina Street beautification

1. Ward Councillor notes that public enagagement at this points might not yield any 

results/suggests - public forum meeting once we can offer community tangible 

ideas/implementation proposals and opportunities

2. Remarks of a Wits Surface Mining Project that has been approved

3. On-board with stakeholder engagements, notes the challenge of inter-departmental 

integration and alignment

1. Rika van Heerden- Informal Traders, ablutions and public safety - need a design 

guideline with regards to public health safety, rodent control and waste control

2. Rika - JMPD are responsible for implementation of by-laws

3. Stella Uys - lack of parking

4. Plans for the expansion of the clinic, however nothing has been amalgamated. Parking 

will be an issue - TMP to make provision for this parking?

6. Access to the clinic - 40% by vehicle and 60% by walking (taxi drop off)

Joburg Water 

& City Power
01/12/2020

1. Ligthing specifications are critical for City. Dumo Zondi - lighting design must be 

approved by City (maintenance and theft elements)

1. Widths of roads are key for EMS for access during an emergency

2. Wynand Frits - positioning of Fire Hydrants are important - implementation stage must 

consult planning department section of EMS 

3. Hilda Thaba - projects planned for the CBD focused on Berlindina Street - island and a 

couple of beautification/place marking landmarks

4. A total of 4 different projects planned for CBD by City Parks & Zoo

1. JRA has plans according to Integrated Development Plan

2. Mentioned 10 year Develoment Plan - JRA to share document

3. To organise follow up meeting with JRA - invite consolidated planning departments of 

the JRA

4.Some stormwater issues at Rank No. 5 - Cooking Mamas and traders dump in the the 

stormwater drains

5. Mentioned Princess housing development

1. Albertina Sisulu a major connector to Soweto, large volumes of public transport (taxis) 

and supply to businesses, major access point in terms of amenities

2. Recommends Miles Stoker Traffic circle re-engineering

3. Roodepoort Station is a key point of access - Metrorail has plans to upgrade

4. Densification, infill and urban by JOSCHO and developers

5. Rapid urbanisation in Braam Fischerville, Princess and Witpoortjie

6. Education - rapid increase in private institutions in the CBD

7. Roodepoort CBD important for spatial inequality redress

EMS & City 

Parks & Zoo
07/12/2020

JRA 10/12/2020

CRUM (Roger 

McCulloch) - 

Comments 

sent via e-mail

15/12/2020

Region C VSD 09/11/2020

Ward 

Councillor 

(Gert 

Niemand)

24/11/2020

Environmental 

Health 

Services

27/11/2020
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Table 2-2 indicates the eleven stakeholder meetings held during Stage 1 & 2 combined 

(February 2021 to May 2021) with the main points of feedback given from each session. 

 

Table 2-2: Stakeholder Meetings held during Stage 1 & 2 Combined 

 
 

Stakeholder

Date of 

Meeting Notes

1. TOP 6, ROLTA, DORLJOTA

2. Taxi assocaitions assisted with the rank names and missing destinations of the 9 ranks 

surveyed

3. Site B2 to be designed to accommodate for the required ranking during peak periods - taxi 

associations in agreement with the proposal

4. Site B2 land negotiations still to be held to secure the site for the proposed operations

5. Problematic intersections - Albertina Sisulu (from Herbert to Van Wyk). Chicken 

Licken/Station area very congested. KFC intersection busy/unsafe.

6. Iridium Street link closed for 4-5 years due to sink holes - putting strain on Randfontein 

Road/Gustaf Road intersection

7. Land next to DORLJOTA office could be added as an option for relocating taxi operations

1. Van Wyk has a lot of informal traders near Shoprite

2. Taxis on Albertina Sisulu and Kroon (holding during the day on-street)

3. Dobsonville destination at Rank 9 Shoprite, service should be relocated to another rank

4. Are PRASA plans taken in to account - Team responding "yes"

1. Presentations shared with JPC in order to share with the relevant internal people

2. JMPD deal with encroachments on sidewalks and buildings

3. Ablutions should be part of designs and there should be maintenance to them once provided

4. Illegal traders should not be trading in the tunnel

1. No additional comments regarding the intital TMP proposals

2. Also agree that two-way for Albertina Sisulu is not ideal with the conflict for vehicles and 

pedestrians currently experienced

3. Physical Public Meeting to be scheduled for 21/04/2021 to take place at the Roodepoort City 

Hall. Online Public Meeting tobe scheduled for 22/04/2021

1. List of legal traders in the area available

2. Informal Trading Policy was accepted by the Councillor. It should be available by the end of 

June

3. 2 trader associations are responsible for the informal traders in the area

Development 

Planning
09/04/2021

1. Development Plannning team to send post meeting feedback

1. A suggestion was made that there should be a pedestrian bridge crossing for Albertina Sisulu 

to Berlandina

2. Intersections of Albertina Sisulu with Berlandina (Station) and Klein are dangerous for 

pedestrians. This is a problem along the entire length of Albertina Sisulu

3. Illegal parking on painted island at Albertina Sisulu and Van Wyk

4. Dangerous for scholars on the roads (increase of schools in the area)

5. Post office route (Governement) is a challenge - warn motorists of scholars

6. Van Wyk very congested near Shoprite

7. Ablutions are required in the CBD

8. Stormwater problems at Rank No. 5

9. Vehicle congestion at Magistrates Court during court hours

10. Taxis park on Adolphus Street

11. Intense informal traders along Van Wyk near Shoprite - pedestrians have no place to walk

12. Closed off Iridium Road causes traffic pressure on Randfontein/Gustav intersection

13. Double parking on Van Wyk near Shoprite. Scholars unsafe along van Wyk intersections

14. Albertina Sisulu, Van Wyk and Gustav are congested roads (slow movement)

Ward 

Councillor 

(Gert 

Niemand) 

Follow-up 

01/04/2021

DED (Informal 

Trade)
07/04/2021

General Public21/04/2021

Taxi Industry 09/02/2021

Ward 

Councillor 

(Gert 

Niemand)

02/03/2021

JPC & JMPD 24/03/2021
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Table 2-2: Stakeholder Meetings held during Stage 1 & 2 Combined (cont.) 

 
 

Table 2-3indicates the proposed stakeholder meetings to be held during Stage 3 (July 2021). 

The draft RoTMP report and presentation will also be shared on platforms where all 

stakeholders can access the information and be allowed a period to comment in order to 

provide input into the plan before the final RoTMP report can be prepared. 

 

Table 2-3: Stakeholder Meetings Proposed and Ongoing during Stage 3 

 

2.3 Main Applicable Stakeholder Items 

The following main items highlighted from the Stakeholder Engagements held during Stage 1 

& Stage 2 (or combined Stage 1 & 2) were used as input into the draft RoTMP: 

Stakeholder

Date of 

Meeting Notes

1. Available information from CoJ on Metrobus routes are correct - one route added to the 

information available. Additional stops indicated as well as the names of the routes

2. Passenger convenience is important - need for stops close to rail station

3. Need for bus shelters at stop locations and concrete sign posts as metal gets stolen

4. Metrobus to send available passenger data(January to March 2020) as well as planning 

information

1. Need for rail transport to be effective in order to improve the passenger demand

2. People use taxis and transfer to or from rail (however this is not the case due to the current 

inactive rail services)

3. PRASA Tech to be contacted for future station upgrade plans

4. No timeline could be given regarding the anticipated starting of rail services

5. Tunnel ownership will be confirmed

1. Available information from CoJ on Putco routes are correct. Origin and destinations of the 

routes were provided

2. Transfer point (where most drop-offs and pick-ups occur) are along the section of Albertina 

Sisulu from Van Wyk to 4th/Dumat

3. Putco to send available passenger data

1. No starage facilities provided - these are rented at near-by buidlings in some cases. Need for 

storage facilities (perhaps within the stall if it can be locked up)

2. Crime is an issue - SAPS do not help and cannot be trusted as they inform the suspects who 

has reported the incidents

3. Need for more trading space and separate pedestrian space to reduce congestion. 

Signage/marking of stall space is required

4. Need for lockable trader stalls which could help with storage

5. May be a need for rezoning as JMPD removes traders in some cases

6. Suggest a form of a market with seating available for take aways from traders for the western 

edge

7. Need for locating trader stalls where pedestrian movements exist and not where space simply 

exists

Informal 

Traders 

Association

13/05/2021

Metrobus 28/04/2021

PRASA 29/04/2021

Putco 05/05/2021

Stakeholder Date of Meeting

Taxi Industry mid-July 2021

General Public mid-July 2021

Informal Traders Association end-July 2021

Region C VSD end-July 2021

Ward Councillor (Gert Niemand) end-July 2021
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¶ PRASA future plans for the Roodepoort Station ς the team have included the proposals 

for the long-term; 

¶ Taxi operations (ranking and holding) has been allowed for TOP 6, ROLTA and 

DORLJOTA; 

¶ Informal Trader Policy is considered in the plan; 

¶ Urban decay and management issues of the CBD noted ς the need to improve the CBD 

in order to attract economic investment has been considered; 

¶ Berlindina Street proposals from City Parks incorporated into the plan; 

¶ Wits Surface Mining Project reviewed and considered in the plan; 

¶ Better control of informal trading and ablution infrastructure required ς noted; 

¶ Lack of parking at the Clinic ς parking available on-street and off-street at the civic 

precinct (not well utilised according to parking surveys); 

¶ Road widths are important for emergency vehicle accessibility as well as the 

positioning of fire hydrants ς noted; 

¶ Ww!Ωǎ мл ȅŜŀǊ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ reviewed and considered in the plan; 

¶ Planned housing developments (Princess, Braam Fischerville, Witpoortjie) considered; 

¶ Stormwater issues at Rank No. 5 ς traders dump into stormwater drains ς noted; 

¶ Albertina Sisulu carries large volumes of public transport vehicles ς considered; 

¶ Consider increase in education institutions in planning (scholar safety) ς noted and 

improved crossings proposed;  

¶ Roodepoort important for spatial inequality redress - considered; 

¶ Taxi associations in agreement with the proposed Site B2 relocation of ranking 

activities ς noted; 

¶ Problematic intersections ς difficult for pedestrians to cross along Albertina Sisulu ς 

noted and improves crossings proposed; 

¶ Iridium Street link closed for 4-5 years due to sink holes - putting strain on Randfontein 

Road/Gustaf Road intersection ς noted and considered; 

¶ Van Wyk has a lot of informal traders near Shoprite, reduced pedestrian walkways, 

double-parking and also dangerous for scholars at crossings; 

¶ Taxis on Albertina Sisulu and Kroon (holding during the day on-street) ς noted; 

¶ Ablutions should be part of designs and there should be maintenance to them ς noted; 

¶ Taxi parking/holding along Adolphus, Kroon and Albertina Sisulu ς noted; 

¶ Albertina Sisulu, Van Wyk and Gustav are congested roads ς noted and considered; 

¶ Need for bus shelters at stop locations (Metrobus and Putco) ς noted; 

¶ No timeline given regarding the anticipated starting of rail services - noted; 

¶ Informal traders require storage facilities or lockable stalls ς noted and proposed; 

¶ Need for more trading space and separate pedestrian space to reduce congestion ς 

noted and proposed particularly along Van Wyk at Shoprite and Albertina Sisulu; and 

¶ Suggestion to provide a market with seating available for take-aways from traders for 

the western edge ς noted and proposed in a similar way. 
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3 ±L{Lhb !b5 h.W9/¢L±9{ 

3.1 Roodepoort CBD Transport Vision 

Considering the urban and transport issues in the Roodepoort CBD, the following vision is 

envisaged to address the chaotic urban and transport environment: 

 

ñThe Roodepoort CBD will be a safe, 
liveable and easily accessible area with improved NMT 
spaces, reliable and sustainable public transport services 

and supportive vehicular accessò 

3.2 Objectives 

Following from the TOR, the RoTMP is intended to address the urban and transport challenges 

with the expectation to: 

 

 

The RoTMP will also comply with the nine strategic thrusts as identified in the SITPF of 2013: 
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4 {ǘŀǘǳǎ vǳƻ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ 

4.1 Socio-Economic Analysis 

Roodepoort CBD has a residential density of 2500 - 5000 (inhabitants/km²) and a job density 

of 500 - 1250 (inhabitants/km²). The population of the Roodepoort CBD is 47% employed in 

either the formal and or the informal sector. 29% of the population did not respond to the 

question of the level of employment. 40% are employed in the informal sector and 51% did 

not indicate the type of employment. 

 

53% of Roodepoort has Grade 12 and higher, and 24% has obtained a partial high school 

education. The Roodepoort CBD also has several education facilities which attract scholars 

contributing to the rise in school topology in repurposed buildings. 

 

There is a large gap within the economic climate of Roodepoort as many traders are unable to 

grow their businesses due to poor infrastructure and a high crime rate in the area. 

4.2 Land Use and Urban Design Analysis 

4.2.1 Historical Context 

 

 
Source: Central Roodepoort: Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Precinct Implementation 

Framework (2018) 

Figure 4-1: Timeline depicting the progression from Roodepoort Establishment to 2018
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4.2.2 Heritage Assessment and Potential 

 

There is rich heritage around mining and rail transport in the area.  There is a potential 

attraction that can be built on the narrative around the origins/beginnings of the city of 

Johannesburg. This narrative can be linked with existing attractions in the West of the city such 

as the Cradle of Humankind, Magaliesburg and Pilanesburg. 

 

Buildings predominantly along Van Wyk Street will have heritage implications in any 

developmental proposals. Some buildings of significance are Roodepoort Station Railway 

houses and, the derelict locomotive in front of the station. A large number of these building 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ΨhƭŘΩ WƻƘŀƴƴŜǎōǳǊƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ 

floors and colonnades on the street edge. 

 

¢ƘŜ ά[ŀǇǇƛŜǎέ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ LƴŘƛan area. 

Lappies refers to the textile industry prevalent in this, area it includes an old mosque is also 

composed of mixed-ǳǎŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ά[ŀǇǇƛŜǎέ ŀǊŜŀΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

Ahmed Timol. 

4.2.3 Development Profile and Economic Potential 

 

a) CoJ Land Use and Zoning 

 

The proposed land use by the COJ provides key zones dedicated to the use by certain amenities 

only. Retail is concentrated around the Van Wyk Street and Albertina Sisulu Street intersection. 

Residential areas are located in areas further from the CBD, but still having accessibility to 

transport facilities on site. 

 

Albertina Sisulu, Van Wyk, Mare and a portion Berlindina Street are functionally zoned as 

Business. In form, a large number of the landscape has a commercial element at ground floor 

and residential on the upper floors. These streets are activity intensive and are directly linked 

to accessibility to amenities in the CBD.  
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Source: Map supplied by CoJ Development Planning 2020 

Figure 4-2: CoJ Land Use on Record for Roodepoort 

 

b) Current Land Use and Zoning  

 

The functional land-use zoning evident on-site and in real-time deviates to that of the land 

uses prescribed by COJ. There is a proliferation of education and religious facilities in 

Roodepoort CBD. Their unprescribed presence creates a demand on the streets and urban 

landscape. This has an implication on the parking requirements as the pedestrian movements. 

However, the form-based zoning of Van Wyk Street and Albertina Sisulu Road still has mixed-

use buildings in the urban landscape. The upper floors of some buildings have been converted 

into residential, with a growing presence of back yarding and illegal building occupation. These 

developments also contribute to the demand on the urban public realm as well as the 

transport and mobility infrastructure. Another evident demand is for housing and residential 

land use developments and developments. 

 

The Civic buildings in Roodepoort CBD have a strong presence, as they contribute to the 

identity of Roodepoort. These buildings also have heritage implications and hold the potential 

to the basis of tourist attractions. 
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Source: Central Roodepoort: Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Precinct Implementation 

Framework (2018 

Figure 4-3: On Ground Current Land Use 

 

The Roodepoort CBD is an old town which has not had redevelopments. Therefore a large 

portion of buildings is not compliant with the national building regulations. This affects 

compliance with the fire regulations and could be detrimental to public safety. 

 

c) Land Tenure 

 

There are some but very limited infill opportunities within the CBD as most land is occupied. 

Figure 4-5 shows that JMPD impound (Erfs 24-39,1786 and 64-79) around Arthur, Fitswygram, 

Ethel and Wilhem streets has considerable open space and is council-owned land. This is a site 

of potential public transport infrastructure. The same applies for the JMPD pound at corner 

Klein and Einde Streets and the island on Van Wyk Street (Erf RE/1842). The impound site (Erfs 

1004-1014 except for Erf 1007) is City of Johannesburg land and a prime site for public 

transport infrastructure development. This is because of the importance of the Roodepoort 

train station as an intermodal public transport anchor. There are 3 additional blocks within the 

άǇǊƛƳŜέ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ location which are privately owned and would require expropriation 

processes for public transport infrastructure: They are located at the corner of Albertina Sisulu, 

Kort and Einde Street with the Erf numbers 991-1003,116-117 and 1); Klein, Station and 

Albertina Streets with the Erfs 1020,1894,2178,2176, RE/1/1017, RE/1594 and Portion 

39/1841) and, Station, Albertina and Mooi with the erven numbers 1042-1044,1776, 1573 and 

1574. 
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The Van Wyk island with existing parking and the erven number RE/1842 has public transport 

infrastructure development potential that can happen without requiring expropriations. 

Developments on this island will require mitigations for existing parking. Erven 470/37-IO 

along Roodeberg Street is owned by Transnet and would require expropriation for the 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄƛ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ 

relocation during construction can move from a temporary facility during construction to 

holding or parking facility post construction. Similarly, erven 91 at the corner of Exner and 

Albertina Sisulu Street is an open and green space with the potential to be a site of public 

transport infrastructure development. 

 

 
Source: Map obtained from the COJ GIS website 

Figure 4-4: Property Ownership  
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Source: Map obtained from the COJ GIS website 

Figure 4-5: CoJ Land Tenure on Record for Roodepoort indicating possible land for the Public 

transport facilities. 

 

Site A & H 
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Site B,C & D 

 
 

SITE B1 to SITE B4 
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SITE E to SITE F 
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d) Detailed Spatial Analysis 

 

 
Source: Central Roodepoort: Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Precinct Implementation 

Framework (2018) 

Figure 4-6: Economic Activity in Roodepoort 

 

The Economic activity in the CBD is composed of an industrial edge which is at the north of 

Albertina Sisulu Street; large retail and wholesale urban anchors (the Sunshine chain and 

Shoprite); small retail that is saturated along Albertina Sisulu and Van Wyk and following the 

small, usually family-owned retail and informal trading is concentrated along area of high foot 

traffic. The industrial edge contributes to the road freight pressures along Albertina Sisulu 

Street. Figure 4-7 indicates the types of economic activity and the form in which they take in 

the Roodepoort CBD. 

 

Informal traders are saturated around transport facilities, retail and social amenities, as 

indicated by Figure 4-8 The trading principle of operation is to maximise and take advantage 

of high pedestrian activity streets, so the intensity of informal trading is directly proportional 

to the intensity of pedestrians. With the exception of the trading facilities provided at Rank 5 

at the corner of 4th Street and 1st Avenue, trading does not have infrastructure. The City of 

Johannesburg Health and environment department have notes public health issues associated 

with the lack of amenities and management for trading. The Johannesburg Roads Agency (JRA) 

also note disruption of the stormwater systems, as informal traders utilise stormwater inlets 

to dispose of refuse. 
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The migrations of anchor businesses and commercial activity from the CBD, the lack of 

infrastructure, amenities, management and servicing result in limited opportunities for the 

ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭέ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ 

 

 
Source: Central Roodepoort: Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Precinct Implementation 

Framework (2018) 

Figure 4-7: Commercial Activity Analysis 

 

 
Source: Lemon Pebble Architects (2020) 

Figure 4-8: Pedestrian Movements in Relation to Commercial Activity 
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The interchangeable walkability score from transport facilities to commercial anchors/centres 

to social amenities is within 1.5 kilometres. This promotes pedestrians walking as the walking 

distances enable access and activate activity in public spaces. The urban decay, old structurally 

unsafe buildings and crime in the area impede pedestrian activity. Evident with the public and 

urban infrastructure is its poor state: for example, there are broken kerb inlets, damaged bins 

and unmaintained pavements. Traffic, congestion and inefficient pedestrian reserves and 

crossings pose challenges for pedestrian safety. These conditions pose a challenge for best 

practice ideals for this form of non-motorised transport and universal access. 

 

 
Source: Lemon Pebble Architects (2020) 

Figure 4-9: Pedestrian Activity in Relation to Amenities 

 

JOSHCO housing has recently been built to accommodate medium and low-income 

households. The JOSHCO housing creates isolated islands that limits accessibility to and it. The 

lack of densification in Roodepoort CBD creates for key opportunities to densify the area with 

both residential and mixed-use buildings. Suburban residential homes are found throughout 

Roodepoort and is also the most common typology in the area. PRASA heritage houses present 

adjacent to the railway line sublet by PRASA. 
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Source: Central Roodepoort: Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Precinct Implementation 

Framework (2018) 

Figure 4-10: Housing Profiles in the Roodepoort CBD 

 

 
Source: Central Roodepoort: Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Precinct Implementation 

Framework (2018)  

Figure 4-11: Commercial Buildings Analysis 
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4.3 Transport System Analysis 

4.3.1 National Household Travel Survey (HHTS) Summary 

 

Dissatisfaction with all modes of transport was expressed. For taxi, the treatment of 

customers, driving behaviour and unsatisfactory facilities. For bus, reliability, cost and 

distances of travel to bus stations and the condition of facilities. For rail, reliability, the distance 

of travel to train stations and condition of facilities. 

 

 
Source: NHTS, 2011 

Figure 4-12: CoJ Workers and Education Travel Patterns by Mode 2011 

Figure 4-12 illustrates the travel pattern by mode. Only 7% (work trips) and 2% (education 

trips) using a train due to inadequate security at stations; trains running late; crime on trains; 

trains are cancelled; trains do not make provision for disabled people; stations are vandalised; 

and inadequate amenities for commuters. Although taxis trips are more expensive than rail, it 

attracts 31% of commuters due to its flexibility and availability when needed. 41 % of the 

learners surveyed walk all the way to school, which is an NMT mode.  

 

Another data source was from the TOD Precinct Implementation Framework (2018) which 

indicated the Roodepoort CBD specific modes used. 

 

 
Source: Central Roodepoort: Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Precinct Implementation 

Framework (2018)  

Figure 4-13: Roodepoort CBD Travel Patterns by Mode 2018 
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4.3.2 Road Network 

 

Albertina Sisulu (R24) connects the CoJ CBD with Krugersdorp and beyond that to Rustenburg. 

Randfontein Road (R41) connects the CoJ CBD with Randfontein. Ontdekkers Road connects 

the CoJ CBD with Krugersdorp. Secondary connections in the CBD are Van Wyk Road (entrance 

to Davidsonville), Fifth Avenue and 4th Street. 

 

Albertina Sisulu Street, Van Wyk Street and Adderley Street north of the Roodepoort station is 

classified as Class 3 roads. According to The Complete Streets Design from the Johannesburg 

Roads Agency (JRA) Roads and Stormwater Manual, 2015, Albertina Sisulu is classified as a 

Class 2, although the physical characteristics is more of a Class 3 road. 

 

The front of the rail station is currently an unclassed road, while Station Street (North) and 

Klein Street are Class 5 Roads. The front of the station can be classified as a NMT route, Class 

6, or be classed a Class 5. These streets act as large pedestrian ways to access transport 

facilities as well as the amenities in the CBD. This makes the prioritisation of pedestrians 

mandatory. Traffic calming measures are required around adjacent intersections, especially at 

the intersections of Albertina Sisulu Street. 

 

Station Street (South), Berlandina Street, Croft Street, and Gustaf Street are Class 4 roads. The 

general condition of pavements has deteriorated and upgrades are recommended for these 

streets. Upgrades should include improved parking to act as pedestrian buffers on most streets 

where there is currently provision for on-street parking. Figure 4-14 indicates the road 

classification for all roads within the Roodepoort CBD according to The Complete Streets 

Design from the Johannesburg Roads Agency (JRA) Roads and Stormwater Manual, 2015 ς 

Correlates to TRH 26 where applicable. 

 

 
Source: JRA Roads and Stormwater Manual, 2015 

Figure 4-14: Roodepoort CBD JRA Road classification 
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4.3.3 Non-Motorised Transport (NMT) 

 

Figure 4-15 indicates trolley pushers that were observed during site visits along Van Wyk Street 

and Mare Street/Roodeberg Avenue. 

 

 
Figure 4-15: Trolley Pushers and Recycling Activities 

Figure 4-16 depicts the pedestrian movement in the AM peak period. The movement was 

concentrated around station and tunnel areas. Figure 4-17 depicts the pedestrian movement 

in the PM peak period. The movement is back to the Roodepoort Station area, similarly to the 

AM peak period. 

 

Based on the counts, the major movements are to the magistrate court and municipal office; 

the public transport facilities; the Clinic; Sunshine Shopping Centre; Van Wyk Street business 

area; and Goud/Croft Street area of pedestrians from the low-cost housing area south of 

Roodepoort CBD. 
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Figure 4-16: Pedestrian Movement in AM Peak Period 

 
Figure 4-17: Pedestrian Movement in PM peak period 

Cycle volumes were less than 56 at intersections during the 12 hour period that counts were 

conducted, as shown in Figure 4-18. 
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Figure 4-18: Cycle Volumes at Intersections during 12 hour peak period 

Figure 4-19 depicts the location of informal trading activities within the study area. 

 

 
Figure 4-19: Informal Trading Activities 
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4.3.4 Public Transport (PT) 

 

a) Rail Services 

 

The Roodepoort Station creates an east-west link between Roodepoort and the Johannesburg 

CBD. Figure 4-20 shows that 16 000 passengers used the Roodepoort Station in 2007, but in 

2018 (Table 4-1), rail commuters decreased significantly by over 45% to just 8 113. 

 

 
Source: PRASA 2007  

Figure 4-20: Passenger Movement at Stations - 2007 

 

Table 4-1: Passenger volumes  

 
Source: Gauteng Rail Passenger Census 2018: Gauteng West 
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Source: Roodepoort Implementation Framework 2040, 2016/17 

Figure 4-21: PRASA Development Initiative 

Figure 4-21 illustrates the proposed development by PRASA at the Roodepoort station. The 

development includes an upgraded station above the ail infrastructure. This type of 

development enables a clean, safe and functional facility and will allow movement of 

passengers from the platform into the station facility. Passengers will also have access to taxi 

rank facilities at the northern and southern side of the rail line. There are also plans for 

commercial activities adjacent to the station. There is a possibility of the closure of the existing 

tunnel which would reduce crime experienced in that area. However, it should be noted that 

this is not expected to be within the short- to medium term horizon. 

 

There are plans for Gautrain to extend a western link from the Sandton Station to the Randburg 

CBD, then towards the Little Falls area and eventually to the Roodepoort CBD. Timelines and 

details for this extension are unknown at this stage, including the proposed station location. 

 

Transnet occasionally stages trains at the Roodepoort Station. However, there is no loading 

and offloading of goods at the station. All rail sidings around Roodepoort Station are not 

operational any more. These sidings are also vandalised. 

 

b) Bus Services 

 

Stakeholder meetings with PUTCO and Metrobus were held during April and May 2021. A map 

of the current bus routes and the known stops are indicated in Figure 4-22. 

 

PUTCO operates three routes from the northern suburbs to the Dobsonville, Tsepisong and 

Protea Glen areas which run along the following streets within the Roodepoort CBD: 

¶ Albertina Sisulu Street, a North to South link; 

¶ Miles Stoker Road/4th Street to Ontdekkers Road; and 

¶ Van Wyk Street, an East to West link. 

Metrobus operates three routes which pass through the Roodepoort CBD: 

¶ 414 Lindhaven to Westgate to RoCBD to Florida (back to Ontdekkers); 

¶ 412 Witpoortjie to Westgate to Sanop to Rank 5 to Kilburn (back to Ontdekkers); and 
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¶ 430 Westgate to Sanop to Rank 5 along 5th to Sandton. 

Both Putco and Metrobus indicated that additonal information for passenger demand (ticket 

sales) would be circulated to the team. However, this information was not available at the time 

of finalising this report. 

 

 
Source: Information obtained from Putco and Metrobus Engagements 

Figure 4-22: Putco and Metrobus Routes and Stops within the Roodepoort CBD 

 

Figure 4-23 indicates the 12 primary corridors as identified in the IPTN. The main corridors 

which have an impact on Roodepoort are: 

¶ Roodepoort to Johannesburg; 

¶ Roodepoort to Randburg; 

¶ Roodepoort to Soweto. 
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Source: IPTN 2020 

Figure 4-23: Network that minimises the total social costs of owning and operating public 

transport 

Table 4-2: Prime corridors in COJ 

 

 
Source: ITPN 2020 
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(i) Roodepoort to Johannesburg CBD Corridor 

 

Figure 4-24 depicts the Roodepoort to Johannesburg CBD corridor. The route runs along Main 

Reef Road, connecting Florida and Riverlea. It is recommended that the CoJ implement a bus 

service based on an integrated corridor management (ICM) framework along Ontdekkers 

Road. 

 

 
Source: ITPN 2020 

Figure 4-24: Roodepoort to Johannesburg CBD Corridor 

(ii) Roodepoort to Soweto Corridor 

 

Figure 4-25 depicts the Roodepoort to Soweto corridor. The corridor is currently being serviced 

by subsidised provincial buses and minibus taxis. A bus service with integrated corridor 

management measures is proposed. 

 

(iii) Roodepoort to Randburg Corridor 

 

Figure 4-26 depicts the Roodepoort to Randburg corridor. The corridor is currently serviced by 

minibus taxis and provincial subsidised buses. It is proposed to implement a bus service within 

an integrated corridor management framework along Ontdekkers Road and 14th Avenue. 
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Source: ITPN 2020 

Figure 4-25: Roodepoort to Soweto Corridor 

 
Source: ITPN 2020 

Figure 4-26: Roodepoort to Randburg Corridor
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c) Minibus Taxi Services 

 

Figure 4-27 illustrates the minibus taxi routes in the Roodepoort CBD. The main pickup points 

are at the Roodepoort Rail Station area (and along Albertina Sisulu), at Shoprite and the 

Sunshine Shopping Centre area and the Goud/Gustaf Street area. 

 

 
Figure 4-27: Taxi Routes in Roodepoort CBD 

Figure 4-28 shows the minibus taxi facilities in the Roodepoort CBD and the taxi associations 

operating at each. Taxi surveys were conducted at these nine facilities during November 2020 

(conducted during a time that no rail services were operational). 

 

There are only two formal taxi ranks, namely Rank No. 5 (Rank 1) and Dobsonville Rank (Rank 

7). Currently, all ranks have ranking and holding activities. However, Shoprite Rank (Rank 9) is 

predominantly used as a holding facility which is slightly formal in its activities. The Long 

Distance (Rank 2), Mathole (Rank 3), KFC (Rank 4), Leratong (Rank 5) and Joburg (Rank 6) Ranks 

are in spaces which ideally should be used to prioritise pedestrian movements as these areas 

are very congested. Table 4-3 indicates the available amenities or infrastructure at each 

facility. 

 

Random passenger interviews were conducted at the nine ranks during November 2020. Items 

that were highlighted by passengers varied from the need for a clean environment, ablutions, 

water, shelters, signage, seating, trader stalls, more space, security and universal access. 

Other items that were mentioned less often was the need for lower fare prices as well as the 
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need for new, roadworthy or cleaner taxis. Passengers also indicated that they were satisfied 

with the facility and/or the services provided. 

 
Figure 4-28: Overview of Minibus Taxi Facilities in Roodepoort 

Table 4-3: Existing Amenities at Minibus Taxi Facilities 
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A total of 3 199 unique vehicles were observed at the nine ranks of Roodepoort for a 12 hour 

period. Table 4-4 below shows the total unique vehicles that were observed per taxi rank. 

 

Table 4-4: Total Unique Vehicles per Rank 

Taxi Rank  Unique Vehicle Observed 

Rank No. 5 (Rank 1) 847 

Mathole rank (Rank 3) 604 

Leratong Rank (Rank 5) 967 

Joburg Rank (Rank 6) 106 

Dobsonville Rank (Rank 7) 350 

Sunshine Rank (Rank 8) 122 

Shoprite Rank (Rank 9) 46 

Long Distance Rank (Rank 2) & KFC Rank (Rank4) 157 

 

There were 39 162 total passenger trips observed at the nine ranks of Roodepoort for a 12 

hour period. Approximately 39% (15 241) of passenger trips were observed at Leratong Rank 

(Rank 5); 31% (12 037) observed at Rank No. 5 (Rank 1) and 12% (4 727) at Dobsonville Rank 

(Rank 7). Figure 4-29 below shows the total number of passenger trips per rank. 

 

 
Figure 4-29: Total Passenger Trips - Volumes Per Rank 
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4.3.5 Private Transport 

 

Classified intersection counts were conducted in February 2020 which established turning 

movements of various vehicle types at intersections (i.e. taxis, buses, freight and private 

vehicles). These surveys were conducted prior to the hard lockdown period due to Covid 19. 

 

R24 Albertina Sisulu Street is the busiest route in the Roodepoort area in the north-south 

direction. Other busy routes are 4th Street, Roodeberg Avenue and Van Wyk Street. The total 

existing peak hour demand flow from the calibrated AM base year model is shown in Figure 

4-30. Figure 4-31 shows the average model speed throughout the study area. A section of 

Albertina Sisulu corridor (from Station Road to 4th Street) is congested resulting in average 

speeds of 20km/hr and less. 

 

 
Figure 4-30: AM Peak - Traffic Flow Analysis 

 
Figure 4-31: AM Peak Average Speed Analysis 
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During the PM peak, Albertina Sisulu is congested in both directions. Sections from Hamberg 

Road to Dumat Street in the northern direction is also quite congested. The total existing peak 

hour demand flow from the calibrated PM base year model is shown in Figure 4-32. Figure 

4-33 shows the average model speed throughout the study area.  

 

 
Figure 4-32: PM Peak - Traffic Flow Analysis 

 
Figure 4-33: PM Peak Average Speed Analysis 

Figure 4-34 illustrates the freight movement as established from the classified traffic counts. 

These are mainly along Albertina Sisulu Street (4% - 6% of counts); Van Wyk Street (2-4% of 

counts); and Mare Street (2% - 4% of counts). It was observed that freight vehicles are limited 

to light commercial vehicles to Sunshine Wholesalers and Shoprite. 
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Figure 4-34: Freight Routes 

On-street parking and loading bay locations are presented in Figure 4-35. Parking observations 

were carried out as well as parking surveys (in February 2020). 

 

 
Figure 4-35: Parking and Loading Bays within the Roodepoort CBD 
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From the site observations and the parking surveys, the following was noted for on-street 

parking: 

¶ High usage (medium to long periods): 

o Burger Street; 

o Paragon Street; 

o Adolphus Street (also includes holding of taxis throughout the day); 

o Kroon Street (also includes holding of taxis throughout the day); 

o Station Street, from Rex to Albertina Sisulu; and 

o Van Wyk, from Luttig/Kerk to Albertina Sisulu) 

¶ Moderate usage (short to medium periods): 

o Rex Street (Clinic); 

o Croft/Gustav Street; 

o Van Wyk, from Croft to Luttig/Kerk; and 

o Dieperink Street (Licencing Department) 

¶ Low usage (mainly short periods): 

o Berlandina Street/Station Street, from Grobler to Rex; 

o Van Wyk Street, from Hinda to Croft; and 

o Geoffrey/Olivier 

From the site observations and the parking surveys, the following was noted for off-street 

parking: 

¶ PA1 Sunshine ς High usage throughout the day with short periods of stay with 30% of 

taxi holding; 

¶ PA2 Station Square ς Low usage during the morning, high usage for the rest of the day 

with short periods of stay; 

¶ PA3 Licencing Department ς Moderate usage throughout the day with short periods 

of stay. A minimum of 50 bays open throughout the day; and 

¶ PA4 Magistrates Court ς High usage during the morning to lunch, moderate usage for 

the rest of the day (a minimum of 150 bays open during this time). 

Accident data for the Roodepoort CBD area was available from 2015 to 2020. Figure 4-36 

indicates the accidents involving slight injuries and Figure 4-37 indicates the accidents that had 

serious injuries (including fatal accidents). For both of these, accidents involving pedestrians 

were also identified. 

 

All intersections along Albertina Sisulu Street and Dumat Street are a serious concern for 

pedestrian safety (vehicle conflict ς difficulty for pedestrians crossing). At most of these 

locations, there have been pedestrian accidents that have been of a serious nature involving 

fatalities. This is also reflected by the number of accidents that had only slight injuries. 
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Figure 4-36: Accidents involving Slight Injuries (2015-2020) 

 
Figure 4-37: Accidents involving Serious Injuries (2015-2020) 
























































































































































































































