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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

16 July 2026 

 

CITY OF JOHANNESBURG SECURES COURT ORDER AFFIRMING ITS AUTHORITY IN 

BYLAW ENFORCEMENT 

 

Today, in the Gauteng Division of the High Court, Johannesburg, before His Lordship Justice 

Wilson, an order by agreement was granted in the matter between Goldenrod Group (Pty) Ltd and 

the City of Johannesburg Metropolitan Municipality under case number 111519-2026. This order 

represents a decisive affirmation of the City's authority to enforce its building regulations and fire 

safety requirements, and of our firm commitment to the safety of every person who lives in, works 

in, or visits our city. 

 

In terms of the order, Goldenrod Group is interdicted and restrained from continuing any installation 

of units or related activities, and from permitting the occupation or use of any structure identified 

as non-compliant with applicable building regulations and fire safety requirements. Within seventy-

two hours, all structures identified by the City as non-compliant with approved building plans will 

be cordoned off and sealed, and the applicant is required to secure the property with adequate 

fencing, clear and visible warning signage, and measures to prevent unauthorised access. 

 

The order further compels the immediate removal of all structures encroaching upon municipal 

property, public pavements, and road reserves. On the critical question of fire safety, the applicant 

is required, within seventy-two hours of a notice of non-compliance delivered by the City, to remedy 

all fire safety non-compliances identified by the City in writing, including means of egress, 

emergency exits, fire detection and protection systems, emergency lighting, and evacuation 

procedures and plans, and to provide the City with written proof of such compliance. 

 



 
 

 

The City retains the right to conduct inspections upon expiry of the compliance period and to verify 

compliance with both the order and applicable legislation. Should the applicant fail to comply, the 

City is entitled to take lawful enforcement steps, including obtaining an appropriate order for 

demolition, with the removal or cordoning off of unlawful structures to be undertaken at the 

applicant's cost and expense. The non-compliant portions of the property will remain sealed, with 

no use or occupation permitted, pending the removal of all illegal structures, full compliance with 

the order, and the approval of building plans and regulatory requirements. The parties have further 

agreed to engage in bona fide mediation within seven days, should this be required. 

 

Significantly, the applicant has been ordered to pay the City's costs of the urgent application on 

Scale B, including counsel's costs. 

 

No developer, no landowner, and no business stands above the law in Johannesburg. Buildings 

that do not comply with approved plans and fire safety requirements place lives at risk, and this 

City will not hesitate to act against them. This order demonstrates that when the City enforces its 

by-laws and building regulations, it does so lawfully, firmly, and in the interests of the residents we 

serve. The City will monitor compliance with this order closely and will not hesitate to return to 

court should it be breached. 
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