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CROWNED: THE COMEDY SHUTDOWN HITS THE MARKET THEATRE STAGE
Mzansi's Comedy Royalty Go Head-to-Head at the John Kani Theatre in a Winner-Takes-All Battle for
R20,000 Prize and a Crown

EyeUnderM Productions and the Market Theatre Foundation, powered by the City of
Joburg's Arts Alive, present CROWNED: The Comedy Shutdown, a knockout battle.

On Friday, 7 August 2026 ahead of Women's Day, the John Kani Theatre at the Market
Theatre plays host to the event, bringing South Africa's most established comedic voices
head-to-head with its sharpest rising talent in a battle for R20,000 and the title of champion.

Produced by EyeUnderM Productions (Mzansi Comedy Nights) and Nomad Concepts, the
evening is staged as part of the Market Theatre Foundation's 50th Anniversary Programme,
with the City of Johannesburg and the Market Theatre Foundation joining as presenting
partners, lending the weight of one of South Africa's most storied stages to a groundbreaking
comedy format. Alongside the laughs sits a genuine tribute: the Doek Challenge, honouring
the women in the room and the culture they carry expressed in their stylish doek drip.

Built as a high-energy, knockout-style comedy battle, CROWNED: The Comedy Shutdown
brings together sixteen of Mzansi’s finest comedians as they compete to secure a spot in the
Top Four, selected by the judges. The four finalists will then advance to the knockout round,
going head-to-head for the R20,000 grand prize. At this stage, the audience will also
participate through a live clapometer to help decide the ultimate comedy champion. The
winner takes all.

The line-up of 16 comedians battling for the crown includes Farieda, Shanray,
Mfazomhlophe, Tsitsi Chiumya, Jacques Pienaar, KingSbuda, Dr Matthews, Thabiso
Mhlongo, Emilio Tobias, Oscar Omuhle, Keketso Hutamo, Nhlanhla Shabangu, Nqgobile
Mahlangu, Sandile the Giraffe, Masibonge Mndende and Snatcho.

“Comedy is one of the most powerful tools for society’s self-reflection. It inspires pride,
challenges perspectives, and shapes our cultural landscapes. Supporting initiatives such as
Crowned: The Comedy Shutdown aligns with the City of Johannesburg’s mandate and
reaffirms our commitment to developing the arts. As a platform for diverse artistic
expression, Arts Alive is well positioned to create an enabling environment for comedy to
make a meaningful contribution to the creative economy, “says Mr Vuyisile Mshudulu,
Director: Arts, Culture and Heritage, City of Joburg.

Guiding the night as the host is Siphelele “Pele Pele” Mchunu, a Soweto-born comedian,
actor and Jozi FM breakfast host with over 15 years in the industry and the 2019 recipient of
the Savanna Audience Choice Comedy Award. Pele Pele is known for transforming raw,
relatable and sometimes uncomfortably honest life experiences into comedy gold.

The competition will be adjudicated by two heavyweights of South African comedy; David
Kau, one of the country’s most established stand-up comedians and a foundational figure in
building platforms that launched a generation of talent. Joined by Trevor Gumbi, a multi-
talented performer known for his sharp, socially conscious humour, with credits spanning
Blacks Only, Comedy Central Live, and Oppikoppi to name a few.



“As part of our 50th Anniversary Programme, the Market Theatre continues to open its
doors to diverse forms of storytelling and comedy remains a vital part of that ecosystem.
CROWNED: The Comedy Shutdown is not just entertainment; it is a celebration of voice,
community and the next generation of talent stepping onto a historic stage,” adds Greg
Homann, Artistic Director of the Market Theatre Foundation.

Audience members are invited to arrive wearing their stylish doek, celebrating the heritage,
identity and stories carried by women. A live, in-venue activation will crown the best doek of
the night, with prizes contributed by event partners.

Keeping the energy high throughout the evening will be the dynamic female duo, DJ &NDee
and DJ KayDaph, setting the tone for a vibrant and engaging experience.

Tickets are now available on Webtickets. Grab yours for R250 only to secure your seat at
the CROWNED: The Comedy Shutdown before the battle sells out. Come ready not just to
laugh, but to witness a crown being claimed.
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