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OPENING REMARKS BY THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR, CLR. SELLO 'DADA' MORERO AT THE 

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY, HECTOR PIETERSON MEMORIAL SITE, SOWETO ON 16 JUNE 
2026 

 
GREETINGS TO: 

1. His Excellency President Ramaphosa  
2. Honourable Ministers  
3. Honourable Deputy Ministers  
4. Honourable Premier Lesufi  
5. Honourable Members of the Gauteng Executive Committee  
6. Honourable Members of the Provincial Legislature  
7. Madam Speaker of the City of Johannesburg  
8. Deputy Executive Mayor, Clr. Masuku  
9. Fellow Councillors of the City of Johannesburg  
10. NYDA Executive Chairperson, Dr Sunshine Myende 

11. June 16 Foundation  
12. Comrades and Friends  

 

Good morning and welcome to the City of Johannesburg. A place where many of you call 
home.   

 
PROGRAMME DIRECTOR 
It is by no accident government decided that this year is about resting at 50. This year is 

about accelerating our commitment to the future. For freedom lives every generation. 
Therefore, we remain accountable to our youth by mapping barriers and auditing access 

for economic inclusion.  
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It is by no accident that majority of young South Africans choose to live, work and play in 
the City of Johannesburg. We have no chose but to listen and do what young people 

demand of us.  
 
It is by no accident, that we are standing here today. 50 years of remembering pain and 

hardship endured by Class of 1976 must never be forgotten. We are standing and sitting 
on blood and tears that nourished our freedom.  

 
Today is an important day.  
It is a day that defines the people of Soweto.  

It is a day that symbolises, courage, strength, bravery and resilience. 
 

YOUR EXCELLENCY,  
Welcome Home.  
 

As we pay our respects, let us remember that the youth have a purpose, and we have a 
duty to protect them.  

 
Let us remember that this day inspired the likes of legendary jazz artist   Abdullah Ibrahim. 
After June 1976, he committed himself to the African National Congress and wrote music 

that touched our souls. His iconic 1974 track "Mannenberg" became an unofficial anthem 
of the anti-apartheid movement and the soundtrack of South Africa's political transition. 

 
Today we are here! 

Today we remember! 
Today we reset!  
 

You are all welcome to this sacred space in this beautiful place called Johannesburg.     


