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Villa logical
next step for
Gerrard after
helping Rangers
Liverpool legend
restored Scottish
giants to glory

London - Steven Gerrard with-
stood a period of intense pres-
sure to turn fallen giants
Rangers into Scottish champi-
ons again and  now Aston Villa
provides one of the Premier
L e ag ue’s all-time great players
with a platform to truly prove
himself as a manager.

Gerrard, who spent 17 years
patrolling Liverpool’s midfield
and scored 120 Premier
League goals in 504 appear-
ances, has been named Villa
boss after the Birmingham
club sacked Dean Smith on
S u nd ay.

The former England mid-
fielder had only one season’s
coaching experience with Liv-
erp ool’s youth  team when he
was appointed by Rangers in
June 2018 after the club had
sacked a fourth manager in
four years.

The Glaswegian club had
only been promoted back to
the Scottish top-flight two
years previously following
their 2011 demotion to the
fourth tier in 2012 due to a fi-
nancial crisis.

It was a daunting first prop-
er job and many questioned
the appointment at a time
R angers’ fans were desperate
for someone to halt years of
domination by local rivals
C el tic.

Celtic still romped to the title
in Gerrard’s first two seasons
and he faced  more scrutiny for
failing to win either of the do-
mestic cups, but the coron-
avirus pandemic gave the team
an opportunity to reset and re-
bu i ld .

G errard’s third campaign
was a roaring success as they
won the title at a canter, finish-
ing 25 points above Celtic and
ending the season unbeaten.
Equally important was pre-
venting their neighbours from
winning 10 titles in a row.

Crucial to their success was
an imposing defensive record,

conceding only 13 goals in 38
games while keeping 26 clean
shee ts.

G errard’s emphasis on his
te am’s organisation and work
ethic would certainly have ap-
pealed to Villa, who have the
third worst defensive record in
the Premier League and con-
ceded 13 goals in their last five
games, all of which ended in
defe at.

G errard’s record in Europe
has also been impressive, tak-
ing Rangers into the last 16 of
the Europa League in his first
two seasons after hurdling
gruelling qualifying cam-
p aigns.

“Steven has been absolutely
steadfast in this slow, continu-
ous improvement,” for me r
Rangers chairman Dave King,
who appointed Gerrard, told
The Athletic earlier this year.

“H e’s been very disciplined,
patient, thorough and relent-
less in his ongoing quest to im-
prove the club.”

Former reserve team coach
Peter Lovenkrands said Gerrard
had helped motivate a previous-
ly under-performing squad.

“The way he  is on the train-
ing pitch keeps the players
hungry. The players have al-
ways been buzzing in training
and that just reflects onto the
p itch, ” he told Sky Sports.

“You can see gradually over
the years that he’s been there
i t’s been getting better and bet-
ter. ” - Reuters
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